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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS

(9:49 a.m)

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. The
next case on our calendar is a Fact-Finding
Hearing, California Liquors. |s sonmeone here
fromcCalifornia Liquors? GCkay. Good.

MR SMTH  Cyril Smth, owner of
California Liquors.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ckay. Good
norning, M. Smth.

MR, SM TH. Good norni ng, good
nor ni ng.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  So this is
just a, we call it, Fact-Finding hearing. You
are not under oath. W are not taking
evi dence. W just want to find out the status
of your establishnment with respect to the
license in safekeeping. It has been in
saf ekeepi ng for several years.

MR SM TH.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  And - -

MR SM TH: Renovation starts in

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
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May.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  That's what
we are trying to find out today is, yes,
what ' s happeni ng and what is your projected
date of putting the Iicense back into use, if
that's what you are going to do.

MR SMTH  Renovation starts in
May and |'m hoping that the |icense can renain
I n saf ekeeping. Construction should end in
m d- 2015.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  What are you
doi ng construction-w se?

MR SMTH  Renovating the entire
buil ding as well as the |iquor store fromtop
to bottom W spoke about this the last tine
| was here, as you can recall. Soneone call ed
nme the other day, Dee Dee, and inquired about
the other nanme on the |license.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. |Is
t hat your brother?

MR SMTH  That's ny brother,

yes.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Right. Ckay.

Al right.

MR SMTH M brother is a
cardiologist in Baltinore. He is financing
the renovation. W can't start until My,
because he is doi ng another project on North
Avenue in Baltinore, but as soon as that's
conplete, the craftsnmen will be here in Adans
Mor gan.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Is this --

MR SMTH  They are very skilled
i ndividuals and they will do a terrific job.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  So the reason
you are starting in May is because you are
waiting for that crew of craftsnen?

MR SMTH Yes, yes. Once they
conplete the project in Baltinore, they wll
be here.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR SMTH  And that should be md
-- the latter part of May, in four nonths.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay. So

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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m d- 2015 you nean |i ke sunmer 20157

MR SM TH  There are enough
I ncentives in the contract, so they should be
working very diligently, but I'"'mtrying to get
the job done, you know, as expeditiously as
possi bl e, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Do you have- -

MR SMTH | would say June or
July of 2015, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER. Do you have
permts al ready?

MR SMTH  They are in the
pi peline right now

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Wat
kind of permts did you have to get?

MR SMTH  They are taking care
of all that thenselves.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR SMTH | failed to bring the
blueprints. | had blueprints, but 1'll be
here in six nore nonths, | imagine. 1|'ll show

themto you then

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. |'m

going to |l et sone other Board Menbers ask sone
guestions. Do other Board Menbers have
guesti ons?

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | have a coupl e
guesti ons.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: |'m not sure,
were you here at our last neeting or was it
your brother?

MR SMTH | was here.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: (Okay. It was
you?

MR SMTH  Yes.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: At that tine,
you nentioned about the renovation.

MR SM TH  Yes.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: And you had
estimated 20157

MR SMTH  Yes.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: You nenti oned

sonet hi ng about the streetscape as an issue.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Was that an issue?

MR SMTH No, it was the
Hi storic Preservation.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Yes. Ch, okay.

MR SMTH It was Historic
Preservation, yeah.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: (Okay. Because
the streetscape, as you know --

MR SMTH  No, no, no. No, that
had no bearing on anyt hi ng.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Right. |
didn't think so. GCkay. But you're asking
that we give you how nuch nore tine?

MR SMTH  Until md-2015.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: So that is
what, 18 nont hs about ?

MR SM TH  Approximately, 18
nmonths. [It's going to take that |ong.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: And you say you
do have bl ueprints and plans and things from
DCRA?

MR SMTH  Yes, yes, yes.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

have t hat?

the next tine |

see them soo

get over to

can bring th

Page 8

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: You currently

MR SM TH: | don't have themw th

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: |

MR SM TH: But |'11

under st and.

provi de them

cone here before the Board.

VEMBER RODRI GUEZ: If we wanted to

ner, could we see thenf

MR SM TH  Ah, yes.

Bal ti nore, but, sure.

"Il have to

My br ot her

emby. It's no problem

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Okay. So if we

wanted to see themw thin 30 days, we could

see t henf?

arranged, ye

MR SMTH  Ah, that
S.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: |

can be

don't have

any ot her questions.
CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Ckay.
O hers? M. Alberti?
VEMBER ALBERTI : H, M. Smth.
Neal R Gross and Co., |nc.
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So last tinme you were here in My, eight
nont hs ago, you gave us the sanme tine |line.

16 to 18 nonths. So what happened between May
and t oday?

MR SMTH | ambeing treated for
prostate cancer. | have been sick the |ast
seven or eight nonths, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: But you just
I ndicated to us that you have got a brother in
Baltinore sort of handling all of this,
financing and --

MR SMTH M brother is
practicing nedicine in Baltinore, sir.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, then who --
so what's the project in Baltinore? Wwo is
handling the project in Baltinore?

MR SMTH M brother is paying.

MEMBER ALBERTI: What is this
project in Baltinore and how does it relate to
this?

MR SMTH  No, no. They are

wor ki ng. He owns a couple of buildings in

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Baltinore. They are renovating property of
his in Baltinore. Wen that is conpleted,
they are comng here to Adans Modrgan to take
care of this project.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So that

says to ne that your brother has got sone

I nvol venent .

MR SMTH  Yes, he --

MEMBER ALBERTI: So you know, |'m
sorry for your illness, but it seens |ike

there is soneone who is involved who coul d
nmove this along, which is your brother. |
nmean, you told nme the sane thing in May that
you were ill and that was your excuse in Muy.
MR SMTH It wasn't -- it
happened - -
MEMBER ALBERTI: So ny question --
MR SMTH  No, no.
MEMBER ALBERTI: -- to you is --
MR SMTH It's not in the --
MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, let ne

finish. M question to you is what happened

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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bet ween May and today that has del ayed things?

MR SMTH M brother is very
busy, all right? He is very busy. And I'l|
get the blueprints to you. |[|'mdoing the best
| can to nove the project along as best | can.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Well, you just
told nme two m nutes ago your brother wasn't
involved. It's you

MR SMTH M brother is doing --

MEMBER ALBERTI: It's his project
in Baltinore, but now you are telling ne he is
really busy. So what is your brother's
I nvol venent ?

MR SMTH M brother has a
proprietary interest and a pecuniary interest
in the real estate here in Adans Mbrgan

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. So he is
I nvol ved? Very closely invol ved.

MR SMTH Well, financially. He
Is also ny brother, yes.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR SMTH W are doing this for

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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profit, obviously.

MEMBER ALBERTI : Ckay.

MR SMTH W want to renovate
t he buil di ng.

MEMBER ALBERTI: You still haven't
answered ny question. \What happened bet ween
May and today that del ayed things?

MR SMTH Sir, | have other
things | have to take care of. | have a
not her in a nursing honme. Do you want to hear
all of this really?

MEMBER ALBERTI: Yeah, yeah, | do,
because --

MR SMTH M nother --

MEMBER ALBERTI: | -- M. Smth?

MR SMTH -- is at Brook G ove
Rehab. Ckay?

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Smth?

MR SMTH Qut in dney,
Mar yl and.

MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Smth, what

guarantees do | have between now and si X

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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nmonths fromtoday you won't cone in and give
nme the sane |' mbusy, |'ve got persona
problens, | can't nove things along? You
know, you are not the only one with those
sorts of problens.

Al right. And you tell ne that
you have a brother who has an interest who can
hel p nove things along. And so you don't
really have a reason why. You don't -- what
" mhearing today is you don't have a reason
why there was this delay from My to today and
things haven't really noved along. |s that
correct?

MR SMTH If you're naking that
assertion, I'll agree.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | would like to
see the plans to us within 30 days.

MR SM TH  Fine.

MEMBER ALBERTI: And you told us
back in May that you were planning on selling
this and getting out of the business. Is that

still your plan or is --

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MR SMTH Yes, it is.

MEMBER ALBERTI: It is? Ckay.
That still remains your plan. Al right.
Thank you very much.

MR SMTH. Al right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: | just want
to clarify sonething before | nove to others.
The bl ueprints, were they done between the
| ast hearing and this hearing? |Is that
somet hi ng new t hat was done?

MR. SM TH. They are about just
t hree nont hs ol d.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. But
since we |ast saw you, you didn't have
bl ueprints then?

MR SM TH. And revanped, revised
and so forth and so on, yes.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: | have one ot her
comment when you are done.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER. Ckay. Al

right. Yeah, go ahead.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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MEMBER ALBERTI: M. Snith, this

Is only ny opinion, not the opinion of the
Board. | can only speak for nyself. But in
six nmonths, if | don't see sone progress, |
wll be reconmending to the Board that we
cancel this |license, because |'m not hearing
any progress. |'mnot hearing any concrete
answers as to why we are not seeing any
progr ess.

| nmean, | think we have given you
ei ght nont hs.

MR SMTH  Six nonths is fine.

MEMBER ALBERTI: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Wwell, let's
be kind of clear as to what kind of progress
we would i ke himto show within six nonths,
so that we are on the sanme page. Wthin 30
days, M. Smth, you are going to submt the
bl ueprints?

MR SMTH Bl ueprints, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Wat

ot her progress?

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 16
MEMBER ALBERTI: | nean, this

proj ect was supposed to be done in 18 nonths,
it would be -- | don't know the size of the
project, so | can't really -- but it sounds to
me that for sonething that has bl ueprints and
iIt'"s going to take that long, it's a large
project. So | would inmagine that we woul d
have to -- we have the expectation that the
permts would have been issued, so work coul d
start in six nonths.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: The appropriate
permts wth DCRA woul d have been issued, so
that work could start. And you know, it would
take -- it would give you a year to conplete
the project, seens reasonable to ne --

CHAl RPERSON M LLER:.  Ckay.

MEMBER ALBERTI: -- from what |
under st and about how construction works. |'m
assum ng, thinking about the size of the
project given the tine line, that M. Smth

has told us, | may be wong, but | would

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Page 17

expect to see permts within six nonths.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Right. Ckay.
That is the other thing. You did say, M.
Smith, that the permts were in the pipeline
anyway.

MR SMTH As far as | know, the
permts have been applied for, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  CGkay. So
what M. Alberti is saying is we need to just
see proof of progress in this case, otherw se,
your license is at risk. Okay. So --

MR. SM TH  Fair enough.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER.  -- the first
thing we tal ked about was blueprints within 30
days. The second thing we are tal king about
are permts, to show us that you have received
the permts.

MR, SMTH.  Fi ne.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER Is there a
contract for the crew?

MR, SM TH.  Pardon?

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Is there a

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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contract for the crewthat is going to be
doi ng the work?

MR SMTH Yes. M brother is
handling that in Baltinore, yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER | nean, is

there a formal contract you could show us as

wel | ?

MR SMTH | have yet to see it.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. Wthi
six nonths, | nmean?

MR SMTH  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON M LLER  What |'m
saying is --

MR SMTH Al the docunentation

"Il bring here.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Al'l right.
Everything you can, those three things. The
bl ueprints within 30 days and then the --

MR SM TH  You have ny word.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Ckay.

MR SM TH  You have ny word.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER: Al right.

18

n

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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just don't want you to m sunderstand and then,
you know, conme here in six nonths and say |

didn't under st and.

Ckay. So --

MR SMTH | understand
perfectly.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER  Ckay. All
right. Then we wll ook forward to the

bl ueprints --

MR SM TH  Fair enough.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  -- in 30
days. And then wthin six nonths we will see
your permts and contracts.

MR SMTH.  Wonder ful .

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  kay.

MR SMTH Al right.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  And al |
right. Anything else? Any questions? Al
right. Well, good luck with that then.

MR SMTH  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON M LLER:  Thank you.

MR SMTH M. Al berti, M.

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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Rodri guez.
VEMBER ALBERTI: M. Smth.
(Wher eupon, the Fact-Fi nding
Hearing in the above-entitled matter was

concluded at 10:01 a.m)

Neal R Gross and Co., Inc.
202-234- 4433
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